CHAPTER 2

HISTORY

(The fdlowing bricf history of Farmington is excapled froman artide appearing in
the Davis Countly Clipper renspapar, Auast 21, 191)

A hundred years in the making and with a cest unbening i the thousands,
Farmngton 1s a aty proud o its pest and cautiodly opimistic about its future

Nestled smugly within the Tooming shedow of the mipjestic Wesatch Reange about 16
mles noth of Mt Take (ty, Fanmngton is a community of just under 10000 residents — a
pace known for its pestoral satling and a history thet is as fixad as the stone tsed In the
corstruction o so mrany o the pioncar horres bl by the (ty's founding fathars

Years bdore the Momon ploncers canre, the area wes discovared and explared by
Spenish Cathdic priests and fur tredas. The first white man to inhebit the arca wes Hector
Caleb Thight who, with his wife Julia and two sons Horton and William aossed the plairns
with the Mormron plonaers and aedled a log cabin in 1847 &b Thight's Bench whare the
famly herded livestack in the surrounding foothills:

In 1818 the Thights ware joned by the Buke, Davis. Grover, Millar, and William Smith
famlies, and the Gty of North Cottormood wes baom The fdlowing year North Cottormoad
exparnded even further with the amivel o the Hess Qarks J. Smith, Robinson, Saanst, and
Rdhard famlies. Whal had been a sparsely popdlated collaction of honmesteads bagan Lo take
shepe es a racognizable commuanity.

Thet sare year the Mormon North Coltormood Ward: wes arganized and two years later
scttlers hauled timber from Webar Canyon to buld the first schodhose. In 185, an adobe
schoohose wes corstiructed ust west of Ath North and Main

By 1833 the population tdalad 413 and the town becarre known es Tarminglon |, in
part die to the ridness o the sall and also bacause Wilford Woodruff (Morrron: church
president) canre froma tonn in Comnecliat thet bore the sane rane

The years pessad, 100 nph winds Hew and floods, drought, and gresshoppers
pericdically wreeled havoe with the (ity, but setllers refusad to be dislodeed and Farmington
continued to grow:



Bualders, masons, mdwives, dodlors, schodlteachars, famers, lawyers, Dadkemiths,
mllars, and doas o dher aaftshen and wonren combined to buld an aesthetically
beautiful Gty that would stand the test of time and weather the danents.

Sone wes haded ot of nearby canyos and fidds and log cabirs ware replaced by
stone mesorry hones. Buldings, bridees, dany, fances, and roads were comstructed. Soon
the stredts ware linad with statdy Cottamood, Foplar, and Sycanore trees which, conrbined
with the piorear hores cesl in stone, have becare Farmingtons tradenark Lo this vary day:

The tamitonal legdlature desigrated Farmington es the scal of govament for newly
fomred Davis County, and the first courthouse in Ueh wes built in Novanber 1851 al a cost
of $6000. In 18H the first co-op stare wes opened by John Wood - Other businesses: opened
shortly thareaftar, induding a ndesses mll and a flor mill owned by Willard Richerds that
Is il standine today at the nouth of Farmington Canyon

Farmngton wes mcaporatad Decabar 15, 1892 with Janes H Wilcox sarving es the
first mayor: 'The popdation wes 1,180, By 19890, that munber hed imareesed to 4,40 and in
the awung 10 years the population anost doubled to 908

Accommrocating the mareesing unbar of newconrers who went to make Farmmngton
their honre hes been a drellenge to (ty dffidals who have hed to saranble to provide
adaquete faalitics and saviaes to medt an ever inareeding darand. 'The explosive growth
aso hes dlizas sceking sdutios for presarving a pest thal hes made Farmngton unique.
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